Young female writers urged to think techn

LOVENESS ANUSSAH

WINNERS of Ngwazi Zazikazi
story writing competition
have been awarded at an
international youth da
commemoration which tool
place at Salima Technical
College.

The competition was
organized by the National
Youth Council with funding
from European Union through
UNESCO’s Skills and Technical
Education Programme (STEP).

Speaking during the
ceremony Charles Mataya
from TEVET said government
has been championing
technical and vocational

skills among young people in

Malawi through technical and
vocational training colleges
to reduce unemployment
and to promote spirit of
entrepreneurship among
them.

“We should not think
of making technical and
vocational training and
vocational training as your
second choice. Even whilst
in secondary school think of
becoming somebody who is
skilled,” said Mataya

He added the Ngwazi
Zazikazi story writing
competition was organized to
build acampaign to encourage
women and girls in technical
colleges offered across the
country.

“Do not come to technical

and wvocational training
because you have nowhere
to go. Come to technical and
vocational training because
you can earn a decent living
and you can prosper” he said.

Commenting on the
for youth participation and
empowerment at National
Youth Council of Malawi,
Felix Chiyenda, said that as
organisers they were satisfied
with the participation.

He said the competition
brought about excitement
from students to out of school
young people as well, and that
theaim ofthe ition had
also been achi

“The stories that we
received clearly demonstrated

how women are breaking
gender stereotypes by
venturing into fields that
traditionally have been
dominated by men.

“We want to share the
winning stories with youth
to motivate them that with
the right attitude, mindset
and support from the wider
community they can do it
as the Ngwazi Zazikazi have
already demonstrated to us,’
said Chiyenda

‘Top three winners walked

away with $300, $200 and

$100. Gift Kaputolo, Cynthia
Chithope-Mwale and i
Sinumbe won the prizes in
that order.

In poem category Lester
Brighton Chisale emerged

-
ICa
number 1 followed

by Mwayi Khomba on
number 2, number 3 went

to Manofletters Samalani. |-

In the last category of
video Chisomo Livason
scooped position one, on
number two was Chisomo
Manda followed : by
Mandla Gama and the last
Bridget Shumba.

The competition which
was launched during the
International Women
Day commemoration in
Murch2017 was aimed at
celebrating valiant women
who are shaping a positive
Malawi by breaking
gender stereotypes.
It targeted girls aged
between 10 and 25.




